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Reeve HAVE, in a former Lu- 
Tew cubration, endeavoured to 
perfuade my honeft Coun- 
wai trymen, to free themfelves 
cu) from the epidemical Difeafe 
pF of Prejudice, by laughing at 
sm Pr little ridiculous Follies, to which it 
ge if Biperpetually expofing them. I hall in 
y Wil WS prefent Paper confider it in a more 
| #Plsmanner, and point out feveral Evils 
me utmoft and moft fatal Confequence, 
Which it almoft always plunges. thofe, 
are fo unhappy as to be Slaves to 


~) 


i) MTHO? the Remarks in my foregoing 
jy 4 gttie turned chiefly upon the low Tri- 
ced HH of our Pleafures and Diverfions; yet 
us, ageume Chain of Thought may. lead us on 
ke“ @egeatters of an higher Nature, and what 
h AT arly regard our greateft- Happinefs 










ty BMilery. The fame narrow way of 
e, Mieete, the fame fond Partiality to. their 
ey fot Method of Acting, which I there en- 
at ited: to expofe; as. it related: to their 
pey ME little Amufements, moft commonly 
mantles it {elf thro’ the whole Courfe of 


nie - _ ves, and has as great a place in 
ong "EM {erious Purfuits after Happinets. 


pang PM this Source it is, that you fhall have 
well: | 

nifell | | Price Two-Pence.} 
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the Statefinan, who has beet long loft and 
bewilder’d in the Labyrinth of Ambition ; 
or the Man of the Town, who has worn 
himfelf our in the fruitlefs Purfuit after 
Happinefs from the Ways of fenfual Plea- 
fure, fit down, and very gravely conclude, 
that there is no fuch thing as true Happi- 
nefs in Human. Nature; and fo, in dis great 
Wildom, give bimfelf wholly up to two of 
the worft Evils that are incident to it, 
Sloth and Indolence. "There are Thoufands 
of others, who, tho perhaps in fomething a 
different manner, purfue the’ very fame 
Meafures, and draw the very fame Con+ 


‘clufions,. Tho’ they meet with nothing but 


continual Difappointments, yet they are all 
too wife to fated they can have miftaken 
their Way, and too pofitive and conceited 
to. think of altering their Courfe, or of 
liftening to any body who would engage 
them to try a new Method, and point them 
out a furer Path to Happinefs; Upon 
what other Grounds can it be, but the very 
height of Prejudice, that Men. will magifte- 
rially condemn, what they muft confefs they 
have never try’d.; and prefently conclude, 
that every thing which is out of the com- 
ais of their own little Knowledge’ and 

Popctiaice muft for that very reafon be 
nothing but downright Nonfenfe and Folly. 
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W HEN I mention the Name of Re- 
ligion,.<the Hearts of too many of my 
Readers will, I am afraid, reproach them 


(if they~have Ingenuity enough to be fen-— 


fible of it) with having been but too sto 
often guilty of this very Method of treating 
it. ‘They condemn it peremptorily, an 
that for no other Reafon but becaufe the 


do not underftand it; for did they ofice 
thoroughly comprehend it, I would defy’ 


them not to value it as the higheft Privilege’ 
of Human Nature, and the only way to 
true Happinefs. I would by no means 
ageravate the Guilt or Folly of fuch un- 
happy miftaken Men. The way to reclaim 


them, if they have any Senfe of Honour.or; 


Virtue, is not to bear too roughly on them ; 
and let them fee that what you fay does 
not proceed from a defire of venting your 
Iil-Humour, by exercifing the Vein of Sa- 


tyr, or from an idle Adeétation of fhewing~ 
your fuperior Underftanding; but flows 


entirely from a Spirit of Benevolence to 
Mankind, and a real Regard for their Wel- 
fare and Happinefs. I fhall therefore very 
readily allow (what isa moft certain Truth) 
that feveral of the Profeflors of Religion 
have themfelves been the main Caufe of 
the prefent Contempt that is too often caft 
upon it. The vile Hypocrify in a former 
Age, when Religion ‘was, made a Cloak for 
fuch Villanies as an honeft Infidel would 
ftart at; gave but too fair an handle for 
thofe who were but little acquainted with 
it upon their own Knowledge, to condemn 
it from the pernicious Effects they faw of it 
in the Actions of thofe Men, who pretended 
to frame their Lives by the Precepts of- it. 
I with I could not fay that the Folly and 
Superftition of many in this prefent Age, 
who think themfelves the greateft Friends 
to Religion, do not frequently give too 
much occalion for many fevere Refleions 
on it. Tho’ we live in a Proteftant Coun- 
try, yet there are more to be met with 
than I could wifh, who amidft all their Pre- 
tenfions to Piety, fhall at the fame time be 
to the full as Self-interefted, as Vain-glo- 
yious, as Peevifh, and as Paffionate as their 
Neighbours; and behave themfelves as if 


they thought Religion confifted 


.licks count their Beads, without Sent. at 


~ever being in the leaft the 


-from thefe. Difguifes, which weak and {y 


“Gentlemen, and Noblemen, by Sir Walt. a 
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folemn Looks, and the mutter; in few 
number of Words, as the Rome Cat , 


Meaning. ‘Thefe Men ma . al 
called Pedants in Religion, wit, i oe 
the Form without any thing of the ty. - 
of it; and who, like their other hs, ri 
Brethren, are perpetual! poring ove 
moft excellent Rules o Living, withou 


better or w; 
r 
Men for it. wiler 


me fa —— fhould not fufler 
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fuch Mifreprefentations. Let us clear + 























perftitious Men have put upon it: Let yt 
behold it-in its true native Beauty, quae 
we fhall find it the moft Amiable and Dea 
lightful Thing in Nature. A noble Cg 
tempt of every thing that is bafe or 
an Heart that is as\freé from 
Guilt, well-governed Paffions 1s 
Defigns, unbounded Hopes, univerfal Be 
nevolence, are the genuine, the oo ban 
the glorious Fruics' of ic: And whe eve 
does not find thefe--Effeéts-of-iesris 
Soul, whatever outward Form of Religit 
he may have, he may depend upon it thi 
he has never yet once felt. the true Powe 
of it, but muft fill be ca pon 
become a Chriftian. fe 
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